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Doomsday - what does it mean? Will we destroy ourselves with nuclear bombs? 


On January 17, 2017 the bulletin of 
atomic scientists announced "The 
minute hand on the Doomsday Clock 
ticked closer to midnight Thursday 
[as we see] an increase in dangers to 
humanity, from climate change to 
nuclear warfare. The group took the 
| "unprecedented" step of moving the 
clock 30 seconds closer to midnight, 
to leave it at 2 1/2 minutes away. The setting is the closest the symbolic clock has 
come to midnight since 1953, when scientists moved it to two minutes from 
midnight after seeing both the U.S. and the Soviet Union test hydrogen bombs. It 
remained at that mark until 1960."! 


We all realize strange things are happening. We have the feeling that full out 
nuclear war could begin at any minute. The Chinese are testing every world power. 
They are working diligently to gain control of the world's mineral and energy 
resources. Last week Iran tested a missile that is capable of carrying thermonuclear 
warheads. Russia is once again on the rise. Should we be alarmed? Many of us talk 
about what we would do in an extended emergency. Others prepare for what they 
call "the coming zombie apocalypse?" But, what does the future really hold? We 
now turn to the prophetic chapters of Daniel to gain insight in what is to come. 


Please stand we me as we read today's portion from God's Word. 
SLIDE 


1 Inthe first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel saw a dream and visions in 
his mind as he lay on his bed; then he wrote the dream down and related the 
following summary of it. 

2 Daniel said, “I was looking in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of 
heaven were stirring up the great sea. 

3 “And four great beasts were coming up from the sea, different from one another. 


1 http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2017/01/26/5 11592700/the-doomsday-clock-is- 
now-30-seconds-closer-to-midnight 


It has been said by many that the center of gravity of the Old Testament is the Book 
of Daniel. Dr. John Walvoord (Editor of the Bible Knowledge Commentary to which 
I often refer) says "Daniel gives the most comprehensive view of the end of times 
that is found anywhere in scripture." 


Principle 1: The prophecies which were given and have now been fulfilled assure us 
that our Bible is totally dependable. This is not just some historical document. It is 
the inspired Word of God. (2 Timothy 3:16) The Bible is something that we really 
can depend on for information of things to come. 


Before we get started let me explain that the Book of Daniel is not consecutive. It is 
not chronological. That means it doesn't go from the first event in time to the last 
event in time. Look at Ch 7 Verse 1 - We see the dream occurs during the reign of 
Belshazzar. Well.... here Belshazzar is again. We thought he was all done in and 
killed on the night of the fleshly feast. Well he was, but we are going to see that 
Daniel dreamed dreams while Belshazzar was on the throne. These dreams are 
being explained by Daniel after Belshazzar is gone. 


Daniel 1-6 is sort of an historical part. 
Daniel 7-12 is the prophetic part of the book 


In Chapters 7-12 Daniel has 4 visions. To see when these occur you must look at the 
beginning of the chapters: Look at 7 - "in the first year of Belshazzar"; Look at 8 - "in 


the third year of Belshazzar"; Look at 9 - "in first year of Darius"; Look at10- "in 
third year of Cyrus" 


7-12 tell us what Daniel was dreaming while he was living out the events in the first 
6 chapters. These dreams took place over a 22 year span. Daniel 7 is the end of the 
explanation of the destinations of the nations of the world from a human 
perspective. 


Daniel 8-12 - is a picture primarily of the destination of the nation of Israel....and 
guess what else happens? In chapter 8 the Aramaic disappears. The part written in 


the Chaldean language is no more. The text in chapters 8-12 will now be in Hebrew. 


Principle 2: If you look at the construction of the Book, you'll notice that chapter 2 
and chapter 7 go together: 


SLIDE 


Chapter 2 - dream given to Nebuchadnezzer and it's interpreted by Daniel 
Chapter 7 - dream given to Daniel interpreted by an angel 


Chapter 2 - shows history from a pagan King's perspective...remember the statue 
Chapter 7 - gives you God's viewpoint - 4 beasts eating each other 


Chapter 7 - First 3 verses - is the setting of Daniel's dream. Daniel is the first 
apocalyptic writer in the Bible. This means that he wrote through the use of signs 
and symbols. Revelation is the same way. Prophetic truth is given through symbols. 


The Symbols were three - sea, a wind, and four beasts 


The Great Sea - "I saw a great sea". There are four seas mentioned in the Bible: The 
red sea, the dead sea, the sea of Galilee, and the Great sea. The "Great Sea" is a 
reference to the Mediterranean Sea. Let me ask you, where is the prophetic center 
of the world? It's precisely the Mediterranean sea. 


Another meaning of the word "sea" is a crowded place. You've heard of a "sea of 
humanity". In the Bible it is used for great hoards of people. Listen as I read from a 


few verses 


SLIDE 


Rev 17:15 Then he said to me, “The waters which you saw, where the harlot sits, are 
peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues." 


Isaiah 57:20 "But the wicked are like the troubled sea, When it cannot rest, Whose 
waters cast up mire and dirt." 


Isaiah 17:12, 13 "Woe to the multitude of many people Who make a noise like the roar 
of the seas, And to the rushing of nations That make a rushing like the rushing of mighty 
waters!" 


Principle 3: Church, the waters and seas are like great seas of humanity. 


Daniel sees this sea of humanity and says there are four winds blowing (The 
number "4" often stands for the world or the earth: remember that there are 4 
points of the compass. There are 4 elements of the created world: earth, wind, fire, 
and water. There are 4 seasons, etc. Daniel is picturing a giant sea with the four 
winds blowing on that world. This is a sea of humanity in the midst of the world. 
SLIDE 


Jeremiah 25:32 "evil shall go forth from nation to nation and a great world wind....' 
Rev 7:1 After these things I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, 
holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, on the 
sea, or on any tree. 


Daniel sees the nations in unrest. Out of that turmoil four great beasts come up out 
of that water. They are ugly and scary. Most all of us know that often animals are 
used to represent countries. 


Ez 32:2 "Egypt is like a lion among the nations" 


And even today who does the Lion and the Eagle represent? We all know Great 
Britain and the United States. Almost all nations have an animal that represents 
them. 


In verses 4-8 First was a Lion, then another, then another, then another.... these 4 
beasts followed one another sequentially. 


Each beast is a chronology of the Kingdoms of men just like we saw back in Chapter 
2 Who was gold? Who was silver? Who was Bronze? Who was Iron? 


Principle 4: So the first beast was like a lion with wings. The 
Lion is the King of the Beasts. The national symbol of 
Babylon was a "winged lion". This automatically stood for 
Babylon. It is the majesty of the lion with the swiftness of the 
eagle. Jeremiah 4:7 talks about Nebuchadnazzer. "The lion 
has come up from his thicket, And the destroyer of nations is on 
his way. He has gone forth from his place To make your land 
desolate." 


When you lay the prophecy down over history it is so accurate 
that it is shocking 

Think back to the 2nd Chapter? Remember when God taught 
him a lesson. When Nebuchadnazzer said, "Isn't this the great 
Babylon I have made?" Scripture tells us he had his wings plucked and he was given the 
heart of a man (after he had been given the heart of a beast) 


Principle 5: Then the second beast is like a bear. No 
doubt a big ole Syrian bear that weighed a half a ton. 
The next kingdom was Medo-Persia. We read about this 
in Chapter 5. Every time a bear is mentioned they are 
vicious and ferocious. This kingdom wasn't satisfied 
until it went from the Indus river to the far west. What 
are these three ribs? Well, in the conquest, historians 

: know that Persia conquered: Lydia, Babylon, and Egypt 
and still it hunted fot more. The bear was "lifted up" on one side; sort of like a circus 
bear. You study history and yet the bear was dominant on one side, the Persians. The 
Medes are gone and the Persians have taken control. 


Principle 6: Third beast was like a leopard with four 
wings. So the lion devours, the bear crushes, and the 
leopard springs upon his prey. The leopard should be 
Greece, correct. The leopard is known as swift, cunning, 
and with an insatiable thirst for prey. History tells us that 
the Greeks started the blitzkreig. Alexander the Great 
conquered the world in a such a speed it was without 
precedent. Why four wings. History tells us that when 


Alexander died, his kingdom was divided between his four generals: Cassander, 
Ptolemy, Antigonus, and Seleucus The text tells us that "dominion was given to him". 
Guys, God is giving this dominion. God did it all. It was a gift from God and God made 
it happen. Alexander could conquer everything but himself. He died as a drunkard not 
able to control himself. 


Principle 7: Then a fourth Kingdom came that was more 
brutal than all of them. It had great iron teeth. It was 
diverse from all the beasts before it. It is dreadful, it is 
terrible, it is strong exceedingly. It stamps the residue 
out. No animal looks like this. The grotesque beast was 
like nothing having ever come before. This is 
imperialistic Rome. Remember it was Rome that 

3 z invented Crucifixion. It was Rome that crucified Peter. 
It was Rome that banished John. It was Rome that burned Christians on poles. It was 
Rome that crucified our Lord. Remember we've started with the head of gold and we end 
up with a kingdom that is non-descript. It is common, but it is all-powerful. Then we 
have a residual of that kingdom. 


The 10 horns are 10 kings. Listen carefully. Chapter 7 tells us that the 10 horns are 10 
kingdoms. We're talking about the anti-Christ. I realize not all agree, but there has never 
been a 10 part Roman empire. When I was little we all thought the European Common 
Market was that. It's something originating out of Europe, but it is not that. That little 
boastful horn there in verse eight is the anti-Christ. I know this all sounds weird, and we 
need to ask ourselves, "What does this have to do with me today?" 


Well, let me tell you. In closing: 


1 God is trying to teach us about the planned progress of human history. Though 
man glories in his advances, God sees human history as a chronology of brutality, 
domination, and one dog eating another. God has a better way, and that way is coming. 


2 Secondly, please know that God will preserve us until He wants to preserve us no 
more. Is it possible that we'll push the buttons and blow it all up? God says, "That won't 
happen". When the stone that is cut out of the mountains destroys the powers of the 
earth, and when the 10 kingdoms grow out of the beast, Jesus Christ will come back and 
he comes back to somebody and something. He will come back to rule over all the earth. 


Church, we can trust what the Bible tells us because all that was prophesied has happened 
EXACTLY like God said that it would happen. Would you rather put your trust in the 
hands of chance or in the hands of an Almighty God who loves you and wants to have a 
wondrous relationship with you. If you do not know Him put your faith in Him today. 
Let us pray. 
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